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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 2466 
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TAGS: PINS, SCUL, AG, RO 

SUBJECT: ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR VIEWS ALGERIA 

1 . AMBASSADOR HAYNES HAD A TOUR D'HORIZON WITH ROMANIAN 
AMBASSADOR LAZARESCU ON AUGUST 21. LAZARESCU IS OPEN 
AND FRIENDLY EAST-EUROPEAN AMBASSADOR WHO HAS BEEN IN 
ALGIERS SINCE 1975. 

2. LAZARESCU STATED THAT GOA APPEARS CONCERNED THAT 
TROUBLE BETWEEN VARIOUS PALESTINE LIBERATION FACTIONS 
AND THEIR RESPECTIVE MENTORS COULD ERUPT IN ALGIERS. 

HE PASSES THE IRAQI EMBASSY DAILY. SINCE IRAQI-PALES- 
TINIAN SHOOTOUT IN PARIS, IRAQI EMBASSY HERE HAS BEEN 
GUARDED BY CARFULL OF ARMED ALGERIAN POLICE, IN ADDI- 
TION TO NORMAL FOOT PATROLMAN AT GATE. IN ADDITION, 

ALGERIAN CHAUFFEUR OF IRAQI CHARGE TOLD ROMANIAN 
AMBASSADOR'S CHAUFFEUR THAT FORMER HAD TO SUBMIT TO 
THOROUGH BODY SEARCH BY ALGERIAN POLICE EACH TIME HE 
ENTERS IRAQI EMBASSY COMPOUND. COMMENT: THIS IS 
FIRST HARD INFORMATION EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED THAT GOA 
MAY BECOMING NERVOUS OVER POSSIBLE INTERNAL PALESTINE 
LIBERATION GROUP SQUABBLE HERE. END COMMENT. 
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3. WHEN AMBASSADOR HAYNES NOTED U.S. HAS BEEN WAITING 
SEVERAL MONTHS TO SIGN CULTURAL ACCORD WITH GOA. LAZARESCU 
LAUGHED. ROMANIAN-ALGERIAN CULTURAL AGREEMENT HAS BEEN 
AWAITING ALGERIAN SIGNATURE FOR OVER A YEAR, HE SAID. 

AND HE HAS NO IDEA WHEN, AND IF, IT WILL BE SIGNED. 

4. LAZARESCU THEN RECOUNTED CURRENT ROMANIAN CULTURAL 
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PROBLEM WITH GOA. AS PART OF ROMANIAN NATIONAL DAY 
CELEBRATION HERE, LAZARESCU HAD ARRANGED FOR VISIT BY 
ROMANIAN DANCE TROOP TO ALGIERS. NOW, HOWEVER, IN SPITE OF 
PREVIOUS ASSURANCES OF HELP, MFA OFFICE OF PROTOCOL HAS REFUSED 
ANY ASSISTANCE RE DANCE TROOP, AND ROMANIANS HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO FIND APPROPRIATE FACILITIES IN ALGIERS. 

HOWEVER, MAYOR OF ORAN HAS BEEN VERY HELPFUL AND 
LAZARESCU IS HOLDING MAJOR NATIONAL DAY FETE WITH DANCE 
TROOP IN ORAN. LAZARESCU NOTED THAT HIS PERSONAL 
RELATIONS WITH GOA CULTURAL MINISTER WERE VERY BAD AND 
COMMENTED, "MAYBE HE PICKED UP BAD HABITS WHEN HE WAS 
ALGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW."HAYNES 
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